
10,000 jobs have been lost in Northern Ireland since last June. 2008 saw the

biggest annual increase in unemployment since 1971. Youth unemploy-

ment now stands at 15% and is set to continue rising in the coming

months. 

Mass unemployment now looms over all workers heads. For young people, the

chances of getting a decent job are now remote. Young people leaving school,

college and university instead face the prospect of mass unemployment.

But it is not young people or workers who are to blame for this crisis - this re-

cession has been caused by the banks, the speculators, the super-rich who have

accumulated huge profits over the years on the backs of ordinary people. It is

they who should be paying for this crisis - not us!

Yet, the Government is awarding big business with massive bail-outs. Mean-

while, jobs are being shed at historic levels, wages are being cut, and public

services are getting slashed. No job should be allowed to be lost by the trade

unions. The unions should demand that failed companies, such as Woolworths

or Zavvi, should not just be allowed to collapse leading to thousands of job

losses, but should be nationalised and run democratically to secure jobs. If it

was good enough to step in and nationalise Northern Rock to save the capital-

ist financial system, then it is good enough to nationalise companies to save

jobs.

Socialist Youth is campaigning against job losses and for the right of a decent job

for all. There is a huge need for services and goods which the capitalist market

cannot deliver. For example, 38,000 people are on the housing waiting list in the

North, yet thousands of construction workers have lost their jobs. Thousands of

jobs could be created if a massive building programme of social housing was

launched. Likewise, hundreds of student nurses graduate each year to find them-

selves with no job, yet there is a massive need for extra nursing staff in our hos-

pitals. 

Socialist Youth stands for massive investment into programmes to provide well

paid, useful jobs. We cannot rely on the failed capitalist market to provide jobs.

Young people need to get organised to build a movement against job losses and

fight for a decent future for all, for a genuine socialist society where the right to

a job comes before profits. 
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�The right to a decent job for all.  
�£8 minimum wage as a step towards 
a living wage. No youth exemptions.  
�For free proper training linked to 
decent jobs.  
�Free education for all – scrap tuition fees.
�Share out the work. For a 35 hour working week with no loss in pay.
�Capitalism doesn’t work. For a socialist planned economy to cater for peo-
ples needs, not to enrich a tiny elite.

WE DEMAND 
A FUTURE!

BAIL OUT THE WORKERS, NOT THE BANKERS!


